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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQU IREMENT 


Sir: 


In response to the Office Action dated February 26, 2003 in connection with the above- 
identified application, please enter the following Response to the Restriction Requirement. 

REMARKS 

In the Office Action of February 26, 2003, the Examiner has divided the claims into four 
(4) groups: Group I (claims 1-1 1, 22, and 23), drawn to a large circular nucleic acid containing 
target specific antisense region; Group II (claims 12-21, 24, and 25), drawn to a method for 
inhibiting the expression of protein(s); Group III (claims 26), drawn to a method of making a 
large circular nucleic acid containing target specific antisense region; and Group IV (claims 27- 
29), drawn to a method of screening for gene function. 
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